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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
June 14, 2016 

 
 
Joe Citta, Chair, called the meeting of the Nebraska Environmental Quality Council (EQC) to order at 
approximately 2:00 pm, Central Time, June 14, 2016.  The meeting was held at the Divots Conference 
Center, 4200 W Norfolk Ave, Norfolk, Nebraska. Public notice of the meeting and scheduled public 
hearings was published more than 30 days prior to the meeting in accordance with the law.  Mr. Citta 
read a statement at the beginning of the meeting informing the public attending the meeting of the 
location of a current copy of the Open Meetings Act at the back of the meeting room. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present at roll call were Mr. Anderson, Ms. Bucklin, Mr. Buhl, Mr. Citta, Mr. Dahab, Mr. Dilsaver, Mr. 
Grams, Mr. Hawks, Mr. Hedquist, Mr. Kinter, Ms. Maricle, and Dr. Sheppard. Absent were Mr. 
Czaplewski, Mr. Gangwish, Mr. Hall, Mr. Turnbull, and Mr. Zuhlke. Twelve members present, 
constituting a quorum.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
John Kinter welcomed EQC to Norfolk and explained logistics of tour of Nucor facility on June 15, 
2016.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Mr. Hedquist made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 22, 2016 meeting. Dr. Sheppard 
seconded the motion.  Voting in favor were Mr. Anderson, Ms. Bucklin, Mr. Buhl, Mr. Citta, Mr. Dahab, 
Mr. Dilsaver, Mr. Grams, Mr. Hawks, Mr. Hedquist, Mr. Kinter, Ms. Maricle, and Dr. Sheppard.  None 
abstained. Twelve voting yes, the motion carried. 
 
REPORTS OF EQC MEMBERS 
 
Mr. Gangwish entered the meeting at 2:05 pm. Mr. Zuhlke entered at 2:10 pm. 
 
Lance Hedquist announced renewable natural gas plant being constructed in South Sioux City that 
should be open within 30-45 days.  
 
Dennis Grams said he had attended one of the Department’s Environmental Updates last month and 
found it very informative.  
 
Joe Citta announced that NPPD’s Sheldon Station is partnering with a company called Monolith that 
will be making carbon black—a product used in computers and tires—which also produces hydrogen 
as a byproduct. Sheldon Station is planning to convert one of its power units to burn hydrogen, which 
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will make it the first utility-scale boiler to burn hydrogen in the United States. Mr. Citta reported 
Monolith plans to start ground-breaking in August 2016 and offered to make a presentation to the 
EQC at a future meeting. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Director Macy provided a written report to the EQC.  A copy of this report is attached to these 
minutes. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
Legal Counsel Annette Kovar announced that the next meeting will be scheduled tentatively sometime 
between November 14 and November 18, 2016 in Lincoln, Nebraska.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON 2017 INTENDED USE PLAN AND PROJECT PRIORITY LIST FOR CLEAN 
WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND (CWSRF) AND DRINKING WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND 
(DWSRF) 
 
Carla Felix, Hearing Officer, opened the hearing. The following exhibits were received: 
 

· Order appointing Carla Felix as Hearing Officer (Exhibit 1) 
· Proof of publication of legal notice (Exhibit 2) 
· 2017 Nebraska State Revolving Fund Clean Water & Drinking Water Intended Use Plan, State 

Fiscal Year 2017, dated June 14, 2016 (Exhibit 3) 
· A memorandum from Kevin Stoner, NDEQ Water Permits Division Administrator, to Steve 

Goans, NDEQ Deputy Director dated April 28, 2016, “Proposed SFY 2017 Clean Water State 
Revolving Fund Intended Use Plan (IUP) and Project Priority Lists for June 14, 2016 Intended 
Use Plan Hearing” (Exhibit 4) 

· A PowerPoint presentation entitled “2017 Intended Use Plan Clean Water & Drinking Water 
State Revolving Fund,” by Kevin Stoner - NDEQ, and Steve McNulty – DHHS, dated Jun 14, 
2016 (Exhibit 5) 

· Testifier List for the June 14, 2016 Environmental Quality Council hearing (Exhibit 6) 
 
Kevin Stoner, NDEQ Water Permits Division Administrator, and Steve McNulty of DHHS provided 
testimony and a PowerPoint presentation explaining the proposed amendments. No one from the 
public provided testimony before the EQC. 
 
The Hearing Officer closed the hearing and returned the conduct of the meeting to the Chair. 
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Mr. Kinter made a comment about nitrate projects on the Drinking Water Priority List. Mr. Kinter then 
asked the testifiers if nitrate projects had increased on the list. The Hearing Officer reopened the 
hearing and Mr. McNulty of DHHS testified that he did not perceive the nitrate projects to have 
increased substantially, nor did he believe that they would dramatically increase in the future. 
 
The Hearing Officer then closed the hearing and returned the conduct of the meeting to the Chair. 
 
Mr. Dahab made a motion to approve the proposed amendments to the 2017 Intended Use Plan and 
Project Priority List.  Mr. Grams seconded the motion.  Voting in favor were:  Mr. Anderson, Ms. 
Bucklin, Mr. Buhl, Mr. Citta, Mr. Dahab, Mr. Dilsaver, Mr. Gangwish, Mr. Grams, Mr. Hedquist, Mr. 
Kinter, Ms. Maricle, Dr. Sheppard, and Mr. Zuhlke.  Abstaining was Mr. Hawks. Thirteen voting yes, the 
motion carried. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON AMENDMENT OF TITLE 131, RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITIES AND DRINKING WATER CONSTRUCTION ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM 
 
Carla Felix, Hearing Officer, opened the hearing.  The following exhibits were received: 
 

· Order appointing Carla Felix as Hearing Officer (Exhibit 1) 
· Proof of publication of legal notice (Exhibit 2) 
· Proposed Amendments to Title 131, Rules and Regulations for the Wastewater Treatment 

Facilities and Drinking Water Construction Assistance Program  
(Exhibit 3) 

· A memorandum from Kevin Stoner, NDEQ Water Permits Division Administrator, to the 
Environmental Quality Council, dated May 3, 2016, Regarding “Explanatory Statement for 
Proposed Revisions to Title 131 – Rules and Regulations for the Wastewater Treatment 
Facilities and Drinking Water Construction Assistance Programs” (Exhibit 4) 

· Fiscal Impact Statement (Exhibit 5) 
· An email from Mona Liza Sumaya, Associate Publishing Specialist from Thomson Reuters, to 

NDEQ Moreinfo, dated May 26, 2016, regarding typographical errors in Title 131, Chapter 4 
(Exhibit 6) 

· A memorandum from Kevin Stoner, NDEQ Water Permits Division Administrator and Steve 
Goans, NDEQ Deputy Director – Water Division to the Environmental Quality Council, dated 
May 31, 2016, regarding Amendment 1 to Title 131 – Rules and Regulations for the 
Wastewater Treatment Facilities and Drinking Water Construction Assistance Programs (Exhibit 
7) 

· An email from Dana Peters, on behalf of Mike Brincks, Deputy Administrator, U.S. EPA Region 
7, to Carla Felix, NDEQ, dated June 3, 2016, regarding EQC Meeting, June 14, 2016 (Exhibit 8) 

· A PowerPoint presentation by Kevin Stoner, NDEQ Water Permits Division Administrator, called 
“Proposed Amendments to Title 131 – Rules and Regulations for the Wastewater Treatment 
Facilities and Drinking Water Construction Assistance Programs,” dated June 14, 2016 (Exhibit 
9) 

· Testifier List for the June 14, 2016 Environmental Quality Council hearing (Exhibit 10) 
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Kevin Stoner, NDEQ Water Permits Division Administrator, provided testimony and a PowerPoint 
presentation explaining the proposed amendments. No one from the public provided testimony 
before the EQC. 
 
Ms. Bucklin raised a question about the meaning of the 2017 IUP’s loan interest rates being similar or 
reduced. Kevin Stoner explained that the wording only allowed the banks to charge less interest, not 
more than the maximum rate of 3%.  
 
Mr. Hedquist asked about the outreach that NDEQ was planning to do for the IUP. Kevin Stoner 
described the extensive outreach NDEQ has already done, including with certified septic installers. Mr. 
Stoner said that the installers were excited about the potential for loans because it meant that their 
source of payment would be more certain and consistent. Mr. Stoner also testified that the 
Cattleman’s Association and banks were also interested in the program. 
 
Ms. Bucklin asked if these linked deposit loans in the 2017 IUP would include drinking water wells. Mr. 
Stoner explained that if the potential borrower could show water protection issues, the NDEQ would 
make a determination about the borrower’s eligibility for the loan. 
 
The Hearing Officer closed the hearing and returned the conduct of the meeting to the Chair. 
 
Ms. Bucklin made a motion to approve the proposed amendments to Title 131 as amended to correct 
the typographical errors noted.  Mr. Anderson seconded the motion.  Voting in favor were:  Mr. 
Anderson, Ms. Bucklin, Mr. Buhl, Mr. Citta, Mr. Dahab, Mr. Dilsaver, Mr. Gangwish, Mr. Grams, Mr. 
Hawks, Mr. Hedquist, Mr. Kinter, Ms. Maricle, Dr. Sheppard, and Mr. Zuhlke.  Fourteen voting yes, the 
motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON AMENDMENT OF TITLE 129, NEBRASKA AIR QUALITY REGULATIONS 
 
Carla Felix, Hearing Officer, opened the hearing.  The following exhibits were received: 
 

· Order appointing Carla Felix as Hearing Officer marked (Exhibit 1) 
· Proof of publication of legal notice (Exhibit 2) 
· Proposed amendments to Title 129 – Nebraska Air Quality Regulations, Chapter 25 (Exhibit 3) 
· A memorandum from Shelley Schneider, NDEQ Air Quality Division Administrator, to the 

Environmental Quality Council, dated April 19, 2016, regarding “Title 129 – Nebraska Air 
Quality Regulations Explanatory Statement for March 2016 EQC Hearing” (Exhibit 4) 

· Fiscal Impact Statement (Exhibit 5) 
· An email from Dana Peters, on behalf of Mike Brincks, Deputy Administrator, U.S. EPA Region 

7, to Carla Felix, NDEQ, dated June 3, 2016, regarding EQC Meeting, June 14, 2016 (Exhibit 6) 
· A PowerPoint presentation entitled “Proposed Amendments to: Title 129 Air Quality 

Regulations,” dated June 14. 2016, by Gary Buttermore, P.E., NDEQ Air Permitting Section 
Supervisor (Exhibit 7) 

· Testifier List for the June 14, 2016 Environmental Quality Council hearing (Exhibit 8) 
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Gary Buttermore, NDEQ Air Permitting Section Supervisor, provided testimony and a PowerPoint 
presentation explaining the proposed amendments. No one from the public provided testimony 
before the EQC. 
 
The Hearing Officer closed the hearing and returned the conduct of the meeting to the Chair. 
 
Mr. Macy, Director of the NDEQ, clarified that the memorandum from Shelley Schneider dated April 
10, 2016 had been intended for the March meeting, but was not discussed then; it was meant to be 
included and discussed at the June 14, 2016 meeting.  
 
Mr. Kinter made a motion to approve the proposed amendments to Title 129.  Mr. Hawks seconded 
the motion.  Voting in favor were:  Mr. Anderson, Ms. Bucklin, Mr. Buhl, Mr. Citta, Mr. Dahab, Mr. 
Dilsaver, Mr. Gangwish, Mr. Grams, Mr. Hawks, Mr. Hedquist, Mr. Kinter, Ms. Maricle, Dr. Sheppard, and 
Mr. Zuhlke.  Fourteen voting yes, the motion carried. 
 
 
Chair Citta adjourned the meeting at approximately 3:12 p.m. CT. 
 
TOUR OF NUCOR STEEL ON JUNE 15, 2016 
 
An informative tour of NUCOR Steel was conducted on June 15, 2016 from 8:00 AM to 11:30 AM. The 
tour was public noticed on June 3, 2016. There was no agenda or discussion of EQC business. EQC 
members present were: Mr. Anderson, Mr. Buhl, Mr. Dilsaver, Mr. Gangwish, Mr. Grams, Mr. Hawks, Mr. 
Hedquist, Mr. Kinter, Ms. Maricle, and Mr. Zuhlke. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
       
 


