
Chronology of Significant Events 
At Former Nebraska Solvents Site, 

1200 East Highway 30, Grand Island, NE      
 

Date Event 
1971 - 1988 Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) leased a previously undeveloped site at 1200 

East Highway 30 to Nebraska Solvents Company (NSC), a solvent distributor 
that had been operating at a downtown Grand Island location near the Cleburn 
Street Municipal Water Well for many years.  
 

1973 – 1987 
or 1988 

NSC moved to the new site in 1973.  Throughout the company’s operation, 
solvents such as tetrachloroethylene (PCE) and fuels were stored on-site in 
tanks. These were brought in by truck and rail, and distributed by truck to dry 
cleaners and other solvent users. No spills or releases were self-reported during 
operations.   
 

Feb. 15, 1984 EPA conducted a records search of the NSC site at 1200 East Highway 30 and 
determined no potential hazard to environment and/or population existed based 
on company records and other sources. No groundwater sampling was 
conducted. 
 

1987 or 1988 NSC ceased doing business due to “economic downturn”. Underground fuel 
tanks were removed and the remaining assets were sold. 
 

1990 Mr. Clifford Alderson, vice president of NSC, responded to a Section 104(e) 
request for information by the EPA and stated there had been no spills at the 
site. 
 

1995 NDEQ obtained a copy of shallow soil sampling results conducted by NSC in 
1988. A low level of methylene chloride was the only contaminant detected. 
 

Jan. 13, 2004 EPA requested that NDEQ investigate the 1200 East Highway 30 site based on 
contamination associated with the previous Nebraska Solvents Company 
location in downtown Grand Island. 
 

June 14, 2004 NDEQ conducted a Preliminary Assessment and Site Inspection at the east site. 
Significant contamination was found in soil and groundwater at the former NSC 
location, and lower solvent levels were found in groundwater up to about ¼ 
mile east of the site. No private wells appeared at the time to be impacted. 
 

Dec. 2004 – 
Jan. 2005 

NDEQ sent letters to 17 homes or businesses, where sampled private water 
wells apparently used for yard irrigation only, had detectable concentrations of 
PCE, cis-1,2-dichloroethene (cis-1,2-DCE), and 1,1-dichloroethene (1,1-DCE). 
PCE exceeded drinking water maximum contaminant levels (MCLs) of 5 µg/l in 
6 of the 17 wells. 
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Dec. 2005 UPRR was identified as the potentially responsible party for site cleanup 
because NSC had ceased to exist, and UPRR owns the land leased by NSC. 
NDEQ and UPRR discussed entry of UPRR into the Nebraska Voluntary 
Cleanup Program (VCP), established under the Remedial Action Plan 
Monitoring Act. 
 

Mar. 2006 NDEQ approved UPRR’s proposal to enter the VCP. 
 

Apr. 2006  UPRR’s contractor, Forrester Group (which later became Foth), began a 
remedial investigation (RI) which included soil and groundwater sampling at 
and east of the site. 
 

Feb. 2007 UPRR formally entered the VCP in February of 2007. The investigation 
continued through 2007 and 2008 as UPRR’s contractor tracked the plume to 
the east and found contaminants in groundwater over one mile downgradient 
from the NSC site. 
 

Jan. 2008 UPRR continued groundwater sampling to delineate the chlorinated solvents 
and aromatic hydrocarbon contamination east into Merrick County. NDEQ 
expressed a preference in a meeting with UPRR for a site-wide Remedial 
Action Plan (RAP) rather than separate RAPs for the source and downgradient 
areas to reduce document preparation and State review time. 
 

Apr. 8, 2008 Based on March 2008 groundwater sampling, UPRR notified NDEQ that “there 
may be impacted domestic water wells [used for drinking water] within 
residential areas” in the Baker Subdivision, located in eastern Hall and western 
Merrick Counties.  UPRR identified and sampled a total of 109 private wells on 
the west edge of Merrick County. 26 samples exceeded the MCL for PCE 
(highest PCE level so far was 16 ug/l); 23 samples had detectable PCE but did 
not exceed the MCL; and 60 samples had non-detect results for solvents. 
 

Apr. 28, 2008 UPRR arranged for bottled water to be provided to all homes with private wells 
having PCE exceeding the MCL of 5 ug/l. 
 

May 15, 2008 A teleconference was held between NDEQ staff, UPRR, and Forrester to review 
progress to date and discuss the future direction of investigation. 
 

May 2008 UPRR sent letters providing sampling results to all 109 residents whose wells 
were sampled the week of April 14 - 21, 2008. Well sampling continued in May 
and residents were also notified of results, as was NDEQ. Of a total of 143 
wells, 26 had PCE above the MCL, 35 had PCE below the MCL, and 82 had no 
detection of PCE (detection limit about 0.3 ug/l). 
 

June 2008 Continued investigation by UPRR included additional monitoring well 
installation and groundwater sampling from monitoring wells, DPT holes, and 
from private drinking water wells. Monitoring wells to be sampled quarterly for 
at least 2 years to collect data for remedy determination and plume migration. 
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Aug. 2008 Upon invitation, NDEQ attended a Merrick County Board meeting and 
answered questions from residents and Board members. 
 

Aug. 2008 UPRR submitted an Interim Report to NDEQ summarizing information about 
the soil and groundwater investigation to date. UPRR estimated that the PCE 
plume extended 3.5 miles east/northeast of the site. No municipal wells were 
impacted. UPRR arranged for bottled water to be provided to all homes with 
any detection of PCE or TCE in well water. Several homeowners declined. 
 

Sep. 2008 UPRR installed whole-house granular activated carbon (GAC) filtration systems 
at homes with impacted (any detection of PCE) groundwater to replace bottled 
water if desired. Bottled water continued to be provided to homes where GAC 
system installation was impractical.  
 

Oct. 21, 2008 At the request of local residents, NDEQ held a Public Information Session in 
Grand Island and presented information about the investigation and proposed 
cleanup actions. NDEQ and UPRR personnel were available to answer 
questions. 
 

2008 - 2009 Private wells continued to be sampled quarterly to verify effectiveness of the 
GAC systems and to determine if any additional homes were impacted by the 
solvent plume.  Results were sent to owners and copied to NDEQ. 
 

May 2009 UPRR sent a preliminary Source Area Remedial Action Work Plan to NDEQ, 
which detailed excavation of contaminated soil, which would remove a 
potentially ongoing source at the former NSC site.  
 

July 2009 UPRR decided to postpone any source area remedial actions (excavation of 
impacted soil) until after the Remedial Action Plan (RAP) was completed and 
approved. As an interim action, UPRR continued to provide bottled water and 
maintain the GAC systems to impacted residents in the Baker Subdivision area. 
 

Oct. 21, 2009 NDEQ had a conference call with UPRR and Foth (formerly Forrester) to 
discuss the RAP schedule. UPRR requested an extension from October 2009 to 
February 2010 to submit the site-wide RAP, which was approved by NDEQ. 
 

Nov. 13, 2009 A UPRR progress report stated that all 62 permanent monitoring wells were 
sampled in September 2009, and private wells were sampled in October of 
2009.  43 homes with detected PCE have GAC systems, and no VOCs were 
detected in the treated water. An additional 18 homes have bottled water; and 7 
homes had detections of PCE, but declined bottled water and/or GAC units. 
 

Dec. 21, 2009 NDEQ attended part of a public information session held by UPRR and Foth in 
Grand Island, and met with several residents and neighbors. 
 

Feb. 1, 2010 UPRR sent an initial draft of the Site-wide RAP to NDEQ for review. 
 

Page 3 of 5  Revised December 29, 2010  



Feb. 2010 – 
Dec. 2010 

The draft RAP underwent multiple revisions pursuant to NDEQ comments. 
UPRR continued quarterly sampling of groundwater from monitoring and 
private wells. 
 

Mar. 10, 2010 A teleconference was held with NDEQ, UPRR, Foth, and the Vapor Intrusion 
(VI) contractor to discuss the VI portion of the RAP. 
 

Mar. 29, 2010 UPRR sent results of the quarterly tapwater samples taken on January 23, 2010 
to residents with water treatment systems. There were no detections of PCE in 
water treated with GAC systems, but low levels of breakdown products such as 
cis-1,2-dichloroethylene were sometimes detected. Approximately 49 homes 
have GAC units, and 46 were sampled, as well as homes with bottled water, 
homes with PCE that declined water treatment, and homes near the plume with 
no detected PCE. 
 

Apr. 5, 2010 NDEQ met with Senator Dubas, who represents the Baker subdivision in 
Merrick County, to discuss progress at the site. 
 

Apr. 6, 2010 NDEQ attended a neighbors meeting in Grand Island to discuss progress at the 
site and answer questions. 
 

Apr. 12 – 13, 
2010 

At the request of residents, NDEQ personnel obtained split samples of drinking 
water from 13 Baker Subdivision homes with whole-house treatment GAC 
systems, samples of untreated water from 3 of those homes, 1 sample from a 
home with bottled water, and 2 samples from homes without formerly detected 
PCE. These were compared with UPRR’s sampling done at the same time, and 
results were reported to residents. The report was also posted on NDEQ’s 
website. 
 

June 23, 2010 NDEQ held a Public Information Session in Grand Island to meet with the 
public and present information regarding the investigation status and proposed 
cleanup actions. Representatives from NDHHS and the City of Grand Island 
were also present to discuss concerns and answer questions. 
 

July 9, 2010 UPRR sent a proposed work plan for Additional Characterization of the Near 
Source Area to NDEQ for review.  Soil and groundwater sampling and 
hydraulic testing were done to determine the limit of impacts directly east of the 
source area. 
 

July 20, 2010 NDEQ sent review comments to UPRR regarding the work plan for Additional 
Characterization of the Near Source Area. 
 

Oct. 4, 2010 UPRR sent work plans for Source Area Chemical Oxidation and Source Area 
Excavation to NDEQ. The Chemical Oxidation work plan included a report on 
the Near Source Area Investigation results. 
 

Nov. 8, 2010 NDEQ sent UPRR review comments regarding the Source Area Chemical 
Oxidation work plan. 
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Nov. 18, 2010 NDEQ sent UPRR review comments regarding the Source Area Excavation 
work plan. 
 

Dec. 21, 2010 UPRR sent the final proposed RAP to NDEQ. NDEQ accepted the proposed 
RAP. 
 

Jan. 10, 2011 NDEQ began a 30 day Public Notice and Comment Period for the proposed 
Remedial Action Plan (RAP), and its intent to hold a formal Public Hearing on 
the proposed RAP. The public is invited to review the proposed RAP and 
submit written comments during the Comment Period. 
 

Feb. 10, 2011 NDEQ scheduled a formal Public Hearing on the proposed RAP, and an 
informal information session at Grand Island City Hall.  The purpose of the 
Hearing is to receive verbal comments from the public concerning the proposed 
RAP remedial actions.  
 

 


