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Definition of a Brownfield
“Real property, the expansion, redevelopment, 
or reuse of that may be complicated by the 
presence, or potential presence, of a 
hazardous substance, pollutant, or 
contaminant” ~ Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields 
Revitalization Act, January 2002



What the Brownfields Program Can Do for You?

Brownfield Inventories
Phase I ESAs
Phase II ESAs
ACM, LBP, and Mold 

Surveys
Asbestos Removal Aid
 Soil Cleanup (determined 

on a site  by site basis)
VCP/Oversight



Brownfields Inventories



Sanborn Map™ from 1933





Complete Inventory can include an ArcGIS Geodatabase as a supplemental tool



First Step to Revitalization: Phase I Assessment

Liability Relief                                  
- innocent land owner              
- prospective purchaser                     
- contiguous property owner   
Satisfies “All Appropriate 

Inquiries” (AAI)
Property becomes eligible for 

loans
Provide peace of mind



Asbestos Abatement Program
NDEE will match 50% of the cost 

(up to $20,000)
 Submit application
Must own the building
Get certification from SHPO
 Sign written agreement



Case Study – Rialto Theater, Cozad



Case Study – Rialto Theater, Cozad



Case Study – Walthill Fire Station…



Now the Walthill Public Library





Case Study – Community Crops, Lincoln



Case Study – Community Crops, Lincoln



Cleanup Assistance – Former Gordon Refinery



Voluntary Cleanup Program
Provides a stream-lined approach to cleanup

 Submit application with $2,000 application fee and $3,000 for initial 
oversight costs.
 Sign written agreement that outlines expectations for the applicant. 
 Submit a Remedial Action Plan (RAP)
 Conduct Cleanup
 Submit Remedial Action Report (RAR)
NDEE issues a No Further Action Letter (NFA)



VCP – Prevent Superfund NPL Listing!
Beatrice Former Manufactured Gas Plant

• FMGP Sites 1850s-1950s
• Source of Significant Environmental Contamination
• Estimated 52,000 sites across the country

Picture Source: http://www.hatheway.net/01_history.htm



VCP – Beatrice FMGP Site



VCP – Beatrice FMGP Site
Remedial actions included:
• Clearing trees and concrete 

foundations
• Excavating soil and debris 

along river bank
• Backfilling with clean soil 

fill
• In situ Soil Stabilization 

(ISS)
• Placing clay and top soil on 

ISS area
• Planted new vegetation
• Installed groundwater 

monitoring well



VCP – Promote Redevelopment!

2010 2014





New CVS Pharmacy – Lincoln, NE



Other Services
Data Gap Reviews
Western Sugar Cooperative

- Gering, NE

 Comfort Letters
Store Kraft Manufacturing

- Beatrice, NE

Western Sugar Cooperative  Photo: Google Maps

Store Kraft Facility  Photo: Beatrice Daily Sun



Brownfield FAQs

•Property Access

•Recalcitrant Property Owners

•Discovery of contamination



Questions?

Taryn Serwatowski
Brownfields & VCP Coordinator

taryn.serwatowski@nebraska.gov
(402) 471-6411

mailto:taryn.serwatowski@nebraska.gov
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