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Overview

 Endangered & Threatened (E&T) Species
 Nongame & Endangered Species 

Conservation Act (NESCA)
 Consultation & Review Process

Interior Least Tern Piping Plover



What do Endangered & 
Threatened species have to do 
with getting a CSW Permit???

Whooping Cranes



Nongame & Endangered Species 
Conservation Act

Western Prairie Fringed Orchid

 NESCA is like Endangered 
Species Act (ESA)  

 All federally listed species are 
state listed…but not vice versa

 Prohibits “take”
 harass, harm, etc…
 applies to everyone

 Currently 31 state-listed species 
in Nebraska



NESCA Consultation Requirement

State permitted/funded actions must consult with NGPC 
to ensure they will not jeopardize the continued existence of 
threatened and endangered species or result in destruction of 

critical habitat for such species

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 37-807 (3) 

Pallid Sturgeon



NESCA Consultation Requirement

Completing the CERT –
 Engaging in consultation on behalf of 

Nebraska Department of Environment & 
Energy

 Submitting the completed CERT Report 
with CSW Permit Application demonstrates 
compliance with NESCA



Consultation Process:
 Work with projects to avoid “take”

 Designed to protect project proponents & state agencies

 Consult on both state and federally funded/permitted projects 
in Nebraska

 Common permitting actions include 404 permit/401 Water 
quality certification and NPDES (CSW/ISW)

NESCA Consultation

Finescale Dace Blowout Penstemon



What is CERT?  
An interactive web-based tool for expediting 
NGPC environmental reviews

SaltwortSwift Fox

Conservation and Environmental 
Review Tool (CERT)



Getting started…

cert.outdoornebraska.gov



Help Tab



Submit a Project



Draw Boundary



Select Project Type



Select Project Type



Select Project Activities



Project Description



DRAFT - Submit



3 Possible Outcomes 

NO EFFECT; no further action is necessary

MAY AFFECT; more information needed

MAY AFFECT; further consultation is necessary



MAY AFFECT



MORE INFORMATION NEEDED



If YES, then…

MORE INFORMATION NEEDED



NO EFFECT



*NGPC contact information 
provided in report*



Live Demo….
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