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RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND RECOVERY ACT (RCRA) 

PROPOSED RENEWAL HAZARDOUS WASTE STORAGE PERMIT 

FOR CORRECTIVE ACTIONS 

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE (AFB), NEBRASKA 

 

 

Introduction 

 

The Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy (NDEE) is planning to renew a Resource 

Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Hazardous Waste Storage Permit for Corrective 

Actions for Offutt Air Force Base (AFB), Nebraska.  Offutt Air Force Base is responsible under 

RCRA for continued corrective action activities for a number of solid waste management units 

(SWMUs) at the facility, located at 106 Peacekeeper Drive, Offutt AFB, Nebraska 68113.  This 

fact sheet describes the draft permit process that NDEE is proposing to renew for Offutt Air 

Force Base. 

 

The NDEE received final authorization from EPA to implement its own hazardous waste 

management program and the 1984 Federal Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments (HSWA) 

for Corrective Action in 1984 and 2016, respectively.  The existing Permit consists only of a 

HSWA Part II which was issued by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding 

the corrective action activities for solid waste management units under the Hazardous and Solid 

Waste Amendments of 1984 (HSWA).  EPA’s existing HSWA Part II Permit will expire on 

September 16, 2020.  In accordance with Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) §270.5l(d), 

EPA's HSWA Part II Permit will remain in effect until the effective date of a new RCRA 

Hazardous Waste Storage Permit for Corrective Actions is issued by the Nebraska Department of 

Environment and Energy (NDEE).  On the date that the new RCRA Permit is issued by NDEE, 

EPA's exiting HSWA Part II Permit will no longer be in force. 

 

Background  

 

Offutt AFB is located in eastern Nebraska south of the cities of Omaha and Bellevue and covers 

approximately 2,750 acres.  From 1894 to 1948, the Base was a military installation known as 

Fort Crook Army Post.  An airfield was first built at the post in 1921.  In 1941, Fort Crook was 

selected as the site for a new bomber plant.  Construction for the new plant included two-mile-

long concrete runways, six large hangars, and a 1.2 million square foot aircraft assembly 

building (B301).  In 1946, the Army Air Force redesignated Fort Crook as Offutt Field.  Offutt 

Field was transferred to the new Department of the Air Force as Offutt AFB in 1948 and 

Headquarters Strategic Air Command was established at Offutt during the same year.  

Operations at Offutt AFB have included the basing of alert bombers and tankers in the 1950s and 

1960s, assembly of guided missiles and supporting intercontinental ballistic missile sites in 

Nebraska and Iowa in the 1960s, and conducting worldwide strategic reconnaissance from the 

mid-1960s to the present.  As a result of the long history and scale of military operations at 

Offutt and past improper (by current standards) waste management practices, several areas of 

significant environmental contamination have been found at the facility.   



 

In 1987, EPA issued a RCRA Hazardous Waste Management Permit for the operation of a 

hazardous waste storage facility at the site.  The permitted storage facility was cleaned and 

closed under RCRA in 2010.  However, this original RCRA permit required Offutt Air Force 

Base to conduct corrective action activities due to the environmental contamination that had been 

identified at the facility.  Several renewals and modifications to the original permit have been 

approved to implement a number of separate SWMU-specific remedies across the facility that 

were required to address all of the contamination present at the facility.  Remedies for several 

areas across the facility are still ongoing, details of which are presented in the draft permit and 

permit application.  Additional requirements for each specific selected remedy are contained in 

the draft permit and administrative record for this permitting action. 

 

The NDEE is also notifying the public that additional groundwater monitoring wells and specific 

locations are being evaluated and the permit and permit application will be updated accordingly 

once other site construction activities are completed at the facility. 

 

Community Involvement and Permitting Process 

 

As required by Title 128 – Nebraska Hazardous Waste Regulations and 40 CFR Part 124, the 

public must be given at least forty-five (45) days to review the administrative record for the draft 

permit and be able to provide comment to the regulatory agency before a final action is made. 

 

The purpose of having a public comment period is to ensure that interested parties have the 

opportunity to evaluate the conditions specified in the draft permit and to provide their input into 

the permit decision-making process.  The permit public comment period is scheduled to begin on 

Friday, August 7, 2020 and end on Sunday, September 20, 2020. 

 

The NDEE has not scheduled a public hearing; however, if requests are received which indicate 

a significant degree of public interest a public hearing will be scheduled.  Requests for a public 

hearing must be in writing to the NDEE and must include a justification for the public hearing. 

 

The NDEE will make a decision based on the procedures for requesting a hearing and the 

justification provided.  If a hearing is warranted, a 30-day public notice period will be provided 

prior to the hearing date. 

 

Anyone wishing to comment on the draft permit action must submit written statements 

postmarked on or prior to September 20, 2020 to David Haldeman, Land Management Division 

Administrator at the address listed below. 

 

Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy 

Land Management Division 

P.O. Box 98922 

Lincoln, NE  68509-8922 

(402) 471-4210 

 



Making a Final Permit Decision 

 

At the close of the public comment permit, and public hearing (if determined necessary), NDEE 

will consider all comments received before making a final permit decision. When the final 

decision on the draft permit is made, notice will be provided to the facility, all persons who 

submitted written comments, and all persons who requested notice of the final permit decision.  

The permit will become effective immediately upon its issuance if none of the public comments 

result in changes to the draft permit.  If comments received during the public comment period 

result in revision(s), the permit will become effective thirty (30) days after service of notice of 

the final decision to allow for public review of the revisions to the permit.  The permit may be 

appealed under Neb. Rev. Stat. § 81-1509. 

 

 


