
 

NEBRASKA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 
 
 
 
 

NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
 
 
 
 

TITLE 117 - NEBRASKA SURFACE WATER QUALITY STANDARDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REVISED EFFECTIVE DATE: June 24, 2019 
 
 
 

PETE RICKETTS 
GOVERNOR 

  



 

 



 
 
 

NEBRASKA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 

 i

TITLE 117 - NEBRASKA SURFACE WATER QUALITY STANDARDS 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
 
Chapter 1.  DEFINITION OF TERMS ........................................................................................ 1-1 
 
Chapter 2.  APPLICATION OF STANDARDS .......................................................................... 2-1 
 
Chapter 3.  ANTIDEGRADATION CLAUSE ............................................................................ 3-1 
 
Chapter 4.  STANDARDS FOR WATER QUALITY ................................................................ 4-1 
 

002 Primary Contact Recreation ........................................................................................... 4-2 
 
003 Aquatic Life ................................................................................................................... 4-3 
 

003.01 General Criteria for Aquatic Life ...................................................................... 4-3 
 
003.02 Site-Specific Criteria for Aquatic Life ............................................................ 4-14 
 

003.02A Procedures for Developing Site-specific Water Quality Criteria .......... 4-14 
 
003.02B Site-specific Water Quality Criteria ...................................................... 4-18 

 
003.03 Coldwater Aquatic Life Use Class Specific Criteria ....................................... 4-21 
 

003.03A Total Ammonia (as nitrogen) ................................................................ 4-21 
 
003.03B Toxic Substances ................................................................................... 4-25 
 
003.03C Class A - Coldwater ............................................................................... 4-26 
 
003.03D Class B - Coldwater ............................................................................... 4-27 

 
003.04 Warmwater Aquatic Life Use Class Specific Criteria ..................................... 4-28 
 

003.04A Total Ammonia (as nitrogen) ................................................................ 4-28 
 
003.04B Toxic Substances ................................................................................... 4-32 
 
003.04C Class A - Warmwater ............................................................................ 4-33 
 



 
 
 
 
 TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 ii 

 
003.04D Class B - Warmwater ............................................................................ 4-34 

 
003.05 Nutrient Criteria for Lakes and Impounded Waters ........................................ 4-35 

 
004 Water Supply ............................................................................................................... 4-36 
 

004.01 Public Drinking Water ..................................................................................... 4-36 
 
004.02 Agricultural ...................................................................................................... 4-42 
 
004.03 Industrial .......................................................................................................... 4-42 

 
005 Aesthetics ..................................................................................................................... 4-43 

 
Chapter 5.  STREAM CLASSIFICATION BY BASIN .............................................................. 5-1 
 

Big Blue River Basin ............................................................................................................ 5-4 
 
Elkhorn River Basin ............................................................................................................. 5-9 
 
Little Blue River Basin ....................................................................................................... 5-21 
 
Loup River Basin ................................................................................................................ 5-23 
 
Lower Platte River Basin .................................................................................................... 5-32 
 
Middle Platte River Basin ................................................................................................... 5-40 
 
Missouri Tributaries ............................................................................................................ 5-43 
 
Nemaha River Basin ........................................................................................................... 5-55 
 
Niobrara River Basin .......................................................................................................... 5-77 
 
North Platte River Basin ..................................................................................................... 5-99 
 
Republican River Basin .................................................................................................... 5-108 
 
South Platte River Basin ................................................................................................... 5-113 
 
White River-Hat Creek ..................................................................................................... 5-116 



 
 
 
 
 TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 iii

 
Chapter 6.  LAKES AND IMPOUNDED WATERS .................................................................. 6-1 
 
Chapter 7.  WATER QUALITY STANDARDS FOR WETLANDS ......................................... 7-1 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 iv

 
TITLE 117 - NEBRASKA SURFACE WATER QUALITY STANDARDS 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF SUBJECTS AND ENABLING LEGISLATION 
 
 
  CODE 
SUBJECT OR TITLE ENABLING LEGISLATION SECTION 
 
Antidegradation Clause 81-1501(1) Ch. 3 
 81-1505(1)(2) 
 
Application of Standards 81-1505(1)(2) Ch. 2 
 
 
Definition of Terms 81-1502 Ch. 1 
 81-1505(1)(2) 
 
Lakes and Impounded 81-1505(1)(2) Ch. 6 

Waters 
 
Standards for Water 81-1505(1)(2) Ch. 4 

Quality 
 
Stream Classification 81-1505(1)(2) Ch. 5 

by Basin 
 
Water Quality Standards 81-1501(1) Ch. 7 

for Wetlands 81-1505(1)(2) 
 


