Statutory Requirements
Director of Department of Environmental Quality

81-1503. Environmental Quality Council; membership; appointment; compensation; Director of
Environmental Quality; appointment; oath; duties. . ..

(7) The council shall submit to the Governor a list of names from which he or she shall
appoint the Director of Environmental Quality who shall be experienced in air, water, and land
pollution control and who may be otherwise an employee of state government. The director shall
be responsible for administration of the department and all standards, rules, and regulations
adopted pursuant to Chapter 81, article 15, the Integrated Solid Waste Management Act, and the
Livestock Waste Management Act. All such standards, rules, and regulations shall be adopted by
the council after consideration of the recommendations of the director. All grants to political
subdivisions under the control of the department shall be made by the director in accordance
with priorities established by the council, unless otherwise directed by statute. A majority of the
members of the council shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. The affirmative
vote of a majority of all members of the council shall be necessary for the adoption of standards,
rules, and regulations.

(8) Before the director enters upon the duties of his or her office, he or she shall take and
subscribe to the constitutional oath of office and shall, in addition thereto, swear and affirm that
he or she holds no other public office nor any position under any political committee or party,
that he or she has not during the two years immediately prior to his or her appointment received a
significant portion of his or her income directly or indirectly from permitholders or applicants for
a permit under the Environmental Protection Act, and that he or she will not receive such income
during his or her term as director, except that such requirements regarding income prior to the
term of office shall not apply to employees of any agency of the State of Nebraska or any
political subdivision which may be a permitholder under the Environmental Protection Act. Such
oath and affirmation shall be filed with the Secretary of State.



